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ACRONYMS AND ABBREVIATIONS 

CITE: Centre for Innovation & Technology     

DGMT: DG Murray Trust  
E2: E Squared 
SBA: Sunbox Ambassadors  
SC: Sunshine Cinema  

VSL: Village Savings & Loan groups 

ZACRAS: Zimbabwean Association of Community Radio Stations



FOREWARD: LOOK + LISTEN + ENGAGE = CHANGE

Sunshine Cinema (SC) equips 

young people on the African 
continent with the professional 
skills, knowledge and confidence 
they need to tell their own 
stories and choose their own 
pathways through life.  

  
Against the rising tide of 
unemployment, underinvestment 
a n d p o l i t i c a l a p a t h y , S C 
unequivocally champions young 
people's own desire for dignity, 
belonging, justice and social 
c h a n g e .  T h e w o r k o u r 
ambassadors carried out during a 
global pandemic, coupled with 
record high youth unemployment 
figures and soaring inflation, is 
nothing short of amazing. 

Stories are at the heart of what 
we do; we have immense pride in 
the ones we have been able to 
share.  Since 2017, we have 

trained 25+ young people as 

Sunbox Ambassadors (SBAs) in 

South Africa, Zimbabwe, Zambia 
a n d M a l a w i . T h e y h a v e 
conducted and fac i l i t a ted 
thousands of screenings and 
podcasts and promoted active 
citizenship through conversations 
around key issues such as: gender 
equal ity, substance abuse, 
government accountab i l i ty 
powered by African films shared 
on solar mobile cinemas and 
promoting active citizenship.   

Shining through COVID-19 

  

At the start of 2020 after 
successfully launching our new 
project sites in South Africa, 
Zimbabwe and Malawi with a 
regional tour of The Boy Who 
Harnessed the Wind, lockdown 
restrictions began. SC was unable 
to host public gatherings and so, 
a f t e r c o n s u l t i n g w i t h 
ambassadors, we developed a 
f ree podcas t se r i e s : The 
SunCloud. This was shared on 

zero-rated[1] website Vula at the 

University of Cape Town (UCT) 
as well as community Whatsapp 
g r o u p s a n d s o c i a l m e d i a 
platforms. 
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Podcasts conducted and Audience reached 

2020-2021 

Sources: Data gathered using social media audits and clicks on The Sound Cloud 

SOUTH AFRICA 
SBAs in rural parts of the Northern Cape, Limpopo, Free State and 
Eastern Cape tapped into existing community dialogues focusing on 

drug and alcohol abuse, gender-based violence, youth employment 

and COVID-19 reliable public health information. They were able to 

secure interviews with changemakers, thought leaders, local 
government councilors, filmmakers, activists, medical professionals 
and artists.  

Small businesses & the impact of COVID-19 

ZIMBABWE 
Meanwhile, in Zimbabwe we made important strides working in the 
developing media space of the Matabeleland and Midlands regions. 
The partnership between our two SBAs in Gweru and Bulawayo 

with Internews (an independent media development NGO), 
Zimbabwe Association of Community Radio Stations (ZACRAS), Film 

Aid and other media partners focused on the need to elevate citizen 
voices and strengthen the capacity of media and civil society. 

Hubert Bhebhe on COVID-19

Number of Podcasts Audience Reached

South Africa 51 93 498

Zimbabwe 24 314 726

Malawi 16 30 394
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MALAWI 
In Malawi, lockdown restrictions were 
slightly different, and two SBAs were 
able to host rural screenings more 
frequently, as well as develop a range of 
podcasts including a seminal piece with 
Malawian innovator William Kamkwambe 

(of The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind 

fame).  

From February 2020 -  March 2021, the 

SBAs managed to show 20 screenings of 
The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind as 
well as a collection of educational 
Rainforest Alliance documentaries to rural 
tea farming community members. 

There were 16 podcasts with 500+ 

audience members, interviewing local 
farmers, Tea Farming Trust leaders and 

members of the Village Savings &  Loans 

groups (VSL). 
Sources: Data gathered using social media 
audits and clicks on The Sound Cloud
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TRAIN ambassadors to work 

as community mobilisers, plan 

events, conduct interviews, 

complete reports, document 

their screenings and engage 

their audiences using social 

media as a tool for advocacy.

CREATE podcasts that 
celebrate local filmmakers, 

and address important 
social issues in the 

community and stimulate 
intergenerational dialogue. 

CURATE a bouquet of 

contemporary African cinema 

content from award winning 

fictional films, to hard hitting 

social justice documentaries 

in a variety of local languages 

to ensure the ambassadors 

have a diversity of content 

to use for the screenings.

CONNECT ambassadors across all our projects so they can learn together 
through WhatsApp 

Webinars, share each other's content and amplify 
their reach. 

ESTABLISH local 

community partnerships 

to strengthen 

ambassadors' reach 

through their screenings 

and podcasts, building 

platforms for collective 

engagement.

SUPPORT ambassadors 
with films, training 

manuals, monitoring and 
evaluation tools, and 

ongoing training.
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OUR MISSION AND VISION

Sunshine Cinema (SC)   is a solar-powered media 

distribution network. We capacitate young Sunbox 

Ambassadors (SBAs) by training them in media 

facilitation, and equipping them with a mobile solar 

cinema kit (the Sunbox),  loaded with award winning 

African films and documentaries. We recognise the 
power of popular culture as a gateway for people to 
access participatory politics and we position young 
people as informed civic actors. 

The areas where we work face rising unemployment 

levels and digital exclusion due to a lack of 

infrastructure and exorbitant data costs. The cost of 
not having access to information contributes to 
young people being stuck in cycles of poverty and 
social injustice, and also keeps the older generations 
stuck in practices of tradition that perpetuate stigma 
and alienation of women's rights and LGBTQI 
groups.


We promote diverse narratives, local civil society 
groups, and advocacy resources through our film 
screenings and The SunCloud podcast series that our 
ambassadors are now running. This media focuses on 
current affairs, igniting public opinion and sparking 

debate about the socio-economic inequities faced by 

local communities. 

 

In the long term our goal is to strengthen our 
growing network of SBAs as skilled media 
facilitators and content producers, improving their 
employment opportunities by offering a programme 
that includes a certificate in Impact Facilitation from 
the University of Cape Town's Film and Media 
Department. 
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TOTAL SCREENINGS & AUDIENCES ACROSS SBA SITES (FEB 2020 - MAR 2021)

Total Screenings and Audiences across SBA sites (2020 - 2021)

Screenings

0 12,5 25 37,5 50

19

44

South Africa (DGMT) Malawi

Audience  
Reached

0 300 600 900 1200

479

1 185

Sources: Sunbox Ambassador Screening Reports 

6 million total raised in 2020/2021

R1 041 690 GRANTS R4 957 975 PROJECT 
FUNDING

20% goes to 

Administrative 
Costs

80% goes to 
Project Costs

PLEASE READ OUR FULL REPORT HERE
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CHAPTER 1
Pivotal Growth during a Global Pandemic
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On the 26 March 2020 
South Africa entered a 
hard lockdown as the 

COVID-19 pandemic 

tightened its grip. At 
the time we were 
wrapping up our tour of 
The Boy Who Harnessed 
the Wind through South 
Africa, Zimbabwe and 

Malawi. It was a two-
month journey marking 
the launch of multiple 
new SBA sites across 
the region. 
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Press 

play!

TOUR HIGHLIGHTS VIDEO

10



Before the borders were closed, we had to drive home 
in 36 hours from Southern Malawi to Cape Town in our 

solar-powered cinema truck, Lamu the Landy! It was 

quite a journey. Uncertain of what lay ahead with our 
programmes and planned cinema screenings we went back 
to the drawing board. We were fortunate to have 
supportive funders during this global period of flux. 
With their help and that of our SBAs, we shifted gears 
and launched online podcast training sessions. Using their 
mobile phones and skype recordings, our ambassadors 

began to produce a wide range of podcasts.   
 
The aim of The SunCloud series was to help listeners 

access important information at home, through zero-
rated sites and Whatsapp broadcast lists, enabling them 
to engage on key topics regarding the effects of 

COVID-19. The SBAs went on to interview a wide 

range of students, teachers, education experts and 
government officials to unpack the challenges faced by 
their communities in the wake of the pandemic.
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The Music That Shapes You - 

An Interview with Nakhane

Speaking for Humanitarianism 
Masego Mokang Interviews 

Dr. Gcina Mhlophe Bulisile Mgunie, Sunbox 
Ambassador from Zimbabwe, 

interviews Zolani Mahola

CLICK THE LINKS TO 

FIND OUT MORE!

12

https://soundcloud.com/user-886099046/the-music-that-shapes-you-nozuko-poni-interviews-nakhane?utm_source=clipboard&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=social_sharing
https://soundcloud.com/user-886099046/the-music-that-shapes-you-nozuko-poni-interviews-nakhane?utm_source=clipboard&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=social_sharing
https://soundcloud.com/user-886099046/speaking-for-humanitarianism-masego-mokang-interviews-dr-gcina-mhlophe?utm_source=clipboard&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=social_sharing
https://soundcloud.com/user-886099046/speaking-for-humanitarianism-masego-mokang-interviews-dr-gcina-mhlophe?utm_source=clipboard&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=social_sharing
https://soundcloud.com/user-886099046/speaking-for-humanitarianism-masego-mokang-interviews-dr-gcina-mhlophe?utm_source=clipboard&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=social_sharing
https://soundcloud.com/user-886099046/buli-zolani-1-updated?utm_source=clipboard&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=social_sharing
https://soundcloud.com/user-886099046/buli-zolani-1-updated?utm_source=clipboard&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=social_sharing
https://soundcloud.com/user-886099046/buli-zolani-1-updated?utm_source=clipboard&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=social_sharing


A LETTER FROM OUR LEADERSHIP

The everyday lives of ordinary citizens weave the fabric of society. That 
is why it is so important for people to be able to see themselves in 

stories, on screen. As Sunshine Cinema (SC), Africa's first solar-powered 

cinema network, we are driven by the power of shared stories, which 
reflect our experience and help us make sense of the world. We spark 
conversation and inspire confidence through free screenings of award 
winning African films. 

 

Currently we work with 25+ Sunbox Ambassadors (SBAs) in South 
Africa, Zimbabwe, and Malawi sharing movies, podcasts and educational 
materials to challenge established views on gender equality, active 
citizenship, teenage pregnancy, substance abuse and climate change. 

 

Our network of SBAs demonstrates the power of young changemakers, 
unafraid to use their voices to facilitate social change. Their journey 

begins with in-person training and evolves to large-scale community 

screenings where they introduce cinema clubs and kick off their 
programmes. SBAs often travel far with their Sunboxes, vrooming from 
village to village on their motorbikes, or hailing a taxi to take them to the 

outskirts of Bulawayo. They unpack a solar-powered mobile cinema from 
its yellow Sunbox suitcase, turning any space into a movie experience. 
Whether it's a mud classroom in rural Malawi, or a busy urban clinic in 
Gweru, Zimbabwe, audiences gather to watch, listen and engage. SC 
brings people together to share stories that stimulate conversation and 
inspire solutions to social issues. 

When we could not gather face-to-face, we were driven to innovate. 
Who would have thought a solar cinema network would expand in a global 
pandemic, led by young people driving the charge? When restrictions 
prohibited their monthly community screenings, SBAs quickly adapted by 
producing podcasts. We learnt there are so many ways to reach out to 
your audience.

 

Our learnings carried us from lockdown restrictions into countries where 
internet access is expensive and not inclusive. Thankfully our funders 
were versatile and we shifted funds to cover online watch parties, 

WhatsApp webinars with special guests (WITNESS, Youth Capital and 

ACTIVATE!) zero-rated masterclasses and podcasts focusing on creative 

media entrepreneurship. We celebrated our broad network of award-
winning Southern African artists such as Nakhane and Sindiwe Magona; 
journalists such as Pontsho Pilane; and Malawian inventor William 

Kamkwamba (the original Boy Who Harnessed the Wind). This online 
content reached over 200 000 people.  
 

The pandemic has been the jolt we needed to refine our strategy for 

long-term sustainable growth. This is the road we are walking, 

harnessing not only solar power, but a variety of   resources to empower 
young people and spark effective social change. 

 

Thank you to all the incredible partners, advisors, friends and funders 
who walk the road beside us. 
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Celebrating local innovation and sustainable agriculture in Malawi
CHAPTER 2
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With support from Rainforest Alliance, from February 

2020 –  March 2021 SC designed and implemented a 

second phase of a two-year project to promote 
sustainability, local innovation and poverty reduction in 
southern Malawi through a combination of film 

productions, screenings, peer-training workshops, 

information dissemination and capacity building. 
  
In collaboration with the likes of Ethical Tea Partnership 

and Greenpop, the initiative targeted farmers in the tea-
growing regions of Mulanje, Chiwalo, Sukamyele, Zedi, 
Zambakoma, Nalipili, Makwasa, Thyolo, Nasula, Mpala, 
Chutengu, Nkambe, Kukhumba, and Mphinda.   

At the centre of the project was a series of short films 
made by our production company Makhulu Media focusing 
on local agricultural practices promoting sustainability, 
financial security and gender equality. When we began 
the distribution phase of the project, Participant Media, 
a formidable Hollywood Studio working in the impact 
space, approached us about touring their latest release, 
The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind, produced in Malawi 

and based on the best-selling memoir of William 
Kamkwamba, an innovator and activist working to lift his 
own farming community out of poverty in the face of the 
climate crisis.
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The film, in the local Chichewe language, drew 
intense attention from local communities. 

We hosted a range of large-scale solar cinema 

screenings, launching the programme. The 
project was driven by two SBAs, Jordan 
Sontho and Prisca Kunsida, who received 
training and mentorship support in multimedia 
production, media distribution, community 
mobilisation and impact evaluation. Over 30 

solar-powered cinema screenings of the 

feature film and educational short films were 

held across the tea-farming region. The films 
were effective tools for inspiring young 
audience members to embrace education, 
creativity, and innovation so they can 
participate in lifting up their own communities.  

  
When lockdown restrictions prohibited public 
gatherings the two ambassadors focused on 
producing locally relevant podcasts reaching 
audiences at home.  A major highlight was 
interviewing William Kamkwamba on his 
journey as an entrepreneur.
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The Rainforest series led to the production of 11 practical podcasts 
that highlighted tips and valuable knowledge to farmers. About 252 
farmers and listeners benefited from these podcasts.

'Since I started farming, I have managed to build a house with iron sheets and electricity, I bought cement and I am able to pay school fees for my children, buy the food and clothes. I am able to provide everything my family needs.'

'I used to do farming without any 

knowledge, but now I am able to 

practice good farming. I also learned 

how to manage the income I get from 

tea farming. In five years' time, I see 

myself building a very big house with 

iron sheets. I see a change and I will 

establish other tea farms.'

'We must work together as a 

community to make sure everyone 

enjoys rights to education, moreover 

parents who are struggling 

economically must be supported 

accordingly so that their children 

must be able to attend schools.'

– Eliza Mwalimu, Farmer

– Nyalugwe Veronica, Tea Farmer 

- Austin Kalasi, Nsanje 

Community Leader
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CHAPTER 3
Sunbox Ambassadors Speak Up!
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"In the past we had very few African-made movies. In fact, 
perhaps there was a moment in time when we had none. We had 
nothing that really portrayed our culture, our views," recalls 
Prisca Kunsida, SBA, Mulangi, Malawi. In the areas where we 
work there are no independent cinemas and few outlets for youth 
voices to be heard, leading to a dearth of access to contemporary 
local social justice content or inclusive community dialogue spaces. 

Our Sunbox progamme explores a new approach to community 
engagement that promotes active citizenship as well as digital 
inclusion powered by African film. The selected SBAs are youth 
affected by rising unemployment levels and digital exclusion, due 
to a lack of infrastructure and exorbitant data costs. Through 
their networks and partnerships with local organisations, the 
ambassadors are selected and trained in media facilitation, 

equipped with a mobile solar cinema kit (the Sunbox), and 

commissioned to hold screenings in their communities. 

This empowers not only community, but also the ambassador.  Buli 
Mguni, SBA from Bulawayo, Zimbabwe explains: "Within my 
society there have been challenges where people have been 
failing to have conversations within a community, openly. Some of 
the films teaches people about activism and having a right to 
speak out. Me, being a facilitator of that, I feel like I am actually 
playing a big role."
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During the lockdown period, ambassadors pivoted 
to connect to their communities through the power 
of sound. SC developed a free podcast series called 
The SunCloud. Every week   SBAs selected relevant 
topics and recorded interviews with community 
leaders, civil society groups, journalists, and 
filmmakers. The content was shared on community 
Whatsapp groups, social media platforms and 

webinars with low-data usage. This experience 

improved their confidence in facilitation, as clearly 
observed when screenings resumed.   
 
"Change is very, very difficult, not everybody 
accepts it. But I do what I do because I know that I 
am bringing them hope. I know that somewhere, 
somehow, it will trigger something in that person's 
mind. And they might not change now, it might take 
years, but I know I have planted a seed that 
someday might generate." 

-Prisca Kunsida, SBA Mulanje, Malawi 
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In South Africa, the rural and peri-urban 

communities living near the Lesedi and Letsatsi 
solar plants, in the Northern Cape and Free 
State respectively, fight a daily battle with 

poverty, unemployment, lack of education, drug/ 

alcohol abuse and the attendant social problems. 
We secured operational and project funding from 
DG Murray Trust, a public innovator committed 
to developing South Africa's potential, to 
recruit, train and appoint five SBAs in the Lesedi 
and Letsatsi communities. 

Our M&E field trips to Lime Acres in the 

Northern Cape and Soutpan in the Free State 
provided insight into not only the challenges 
faced by young ambassadors in rura l 
communities, but their triumphs too.

BUILDING A CULTURE OF ASPIRATION 

IN IMPOVERISHED COMMUNITIES 
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In March 2021, we photographed one or our longer-serving ambassadors, 

Thabang Thapo, outside his home. For the past two years, he has taken a 
path of community service and focused on hanging with the right friends, 
but his past still echoes. As we were driving back to the school for his 
nearby screening, he pointed out former friends with whom he took drugs. 
 
However, he reflects that he has gained hope and strength through 
activities with us and the screening he was conducting. He feels he is on the 
right path and motivated by the fact that he is engaging with his community 
in a way he has never done before. 
 
He explains: "So with this Sunbox cinemas we will be able to educate people 
about the consequences of doing such things. 'Where will you find yourself 
when you are doing drugs?' I want to share my story to help others that 
they shouldn't use drugs at all. Sunbox cinema will spark the conversation, 
spark change and everything will be super duper!" 
 
We have been able to cultivate this spirit by training young people like 
Thabang who serve as grassroots facilitators and nodes within rural 
communities by building a culture of aspiration, mobilising people and 
speaking to important social issues that are impacting the community and the 
world at large.

THABANG'S STORY

Thabang Thapo with some young fans and his Sunbox 
IMAGE: Akhona Jolingana 
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In both Lesedi and Letsatsi, DGMT's partnership 
has made possible the production and release of 

50 partner-led podcasts and interviews with 

young artists, entrepreneurs, community leaders 
and humanitarian workers.  
 
The onset of COVID-19 made it especially 

difficult for the SBAs to hold screenings. 
Regardless, with support and cooperation from 
community members who adhered to the 
regulations, the ambassadors still managed to 
mobilise people and get some strong showings 
for their scheduled screening events.

KEY LESEDI AND LETSATSI 

HIGHLIGHTS IN SOUTH 

AFRICA (FEBRUARY 2020 

TO MARCH 2021) 
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In 2020 we launched the Zimbabwean collaboration with Internews, 
an independent media development NGO. Thanks to Internews 
funding, we have been working with the Media Development 
Project and launched our official involvement with a free screening 

of The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind and post-screening 

discussion at the National Art Gallery in Bulawayo. All local 
partners were present, including representatives from the Swedish 

International Development Cooperation Agency (SIDA) Internews, 

Kubatana (a civic society information hub), ZACRAS and the 

Centre for Innovation &  Technology (CITE). At this event, we 

introduced two passionate young SBAs, Richard Shumba, based in 
Gweru and Buli Mgunie in Bulawayo, to the wider network they 
can harness to ensure their screenings reach the widest audience 
with maximum impact.   
 
During the pandemic, these new SBAs braved adverse 
circumstances and drawing on   their journalism experience and 

training (by NGOs such as CITE), they produced thought-
provoking podcasts to a high standard. Podcast themes have 

focused on political activism, busting myths about COVID-19 and 

using arts to create dialogues about historical injustice.  These 

podcasts proved to be some of our most impactful and well-
received outputs on The SunCloud platform. 

BEAMING PODCASTS THROUGH ZIMBABWE'S LOCKDOWNS 
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When screenings resumed, attendance was significantly lower and getting 
people to come out even under strict Covid protocol proved difficult. 
Richard Shumba, SBA from Gweru shares his experience: "There is a 
continuous thought during this pandemic that I can contract the disease at 
any time.  Ever since we started screenings again it really felt different in 
terms of trying to persuade people to come watch films, which would 
probably be the last thing people are thinking about. It took a little more 
preparation and more persuading, but eventually it went well". 
 
These change makers have been running their cinemas, facing down 

COVID-19 and producing podcasts for the past 18 months. Collectively 

they have reached 140,000 podcast listeners from our social media audits 
and Soundcloud platform and over 500 direct audience members at 
screenings as per their screening and social media analytic reports, which 
have been limited due to pandemic restrictions. We are very proud of how 
they promoted dialogue about key issues, using media to inspire social 
change given the context of working in the media space in Zimbabwe. 
 
The next stage is to get the podcasts on partner platforms to reach a 
wider audience through Kubatana, Internews, CITE and ZACRAS, all of 
whom have all been supportive of this adaptive approach. 
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Shifting the Model for Greater Impact 

CHAPTER 4
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We found that 2020 tested the true mettle of our 
organisation and also marked a shift in terms of how 
our model worked. Previously, our ambassadors 
would receive a monthly stipend in relation to their 
screening activities. We needed to relook at this 
model as complacency increased and entrepreneurial 
endeavour waned.  
 

E Squared is a South African Impact Investment Fund 

providing capital and non-financial support to 

entrepreneurs and social enterprises through various 
funding programmes. It was the perfect launch pad to 
reimagine how we can empower ambassadors 
economically. In December 2020, we were fortunate 
to become one of E Squared's investees.  
 

The new model focuses on the gig work economy and 
the ambassadors tapping into it through the Sunbox. 
They find marketing work, using photography, 
graphic design, video and audio. Once they provide 
proof of that work, the stipend is unlocked.  
Examples of gig work include: freelance photo shoots 
or short video clips promoting small businesses. 
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UPSKILLING UNEMPLOYED YOUTH

It was through E Squared's support that we 
were able to move forward with our 

exciting new six-month Impact Facilitator 

Course.  
 
While the original model had a valuable 
social impact by addressing a lack of 
information and awareness and youth 
unemployment through access to cinema, the 
programme's training elements needed to be 
deepened. SC has enhanced its model to 
increase impact, specifically by growing the 
skills of unemployed young people in three 
ways: 

·       an impact producer course, 

·       digital media and marketing     
        training and  

·       entrepreneurial training  
        and mentorship. 

South Africa does not have an Impact Facilitator 

course (IFC) available. Over the years we have 

developed a good working relationship with the UCT 

Centre of Film and Media Studies (CFMS), under the 

leadership of Dr Liani Maasdorp (Senior Lecturer, 

convening the Masters of Documentary Arts Degree 

programme).  

It was from this connection that we formulated our 
plan and took the next steps to creating Africa's 
first IFC. Our team carried out an extensive search 
across social media, youth hub networks and job 
resource organisations countrywide for our new 
ambassadors. We also conducted more targeted 
posts, through mediums such as Facebook, in areas 

we knew had more of the grassroots-based 

candidates we were seeking. 

Over 3,000 applications poured in from across South 
Africa. Our team sifted through these applications 
and eventually selected 21 ambassadors.  We were 
excited to train a new group of people who have the 
passion for promoting active citizenship through the 
power of media in a variety of communities.
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Rethinking Cinema as a Cultural and Social Hub

CHAPTER 5
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The Cinema Spaces Network is a cinema network project 
based on the principles of sharing expertise, knowledge and 
networks. 

In January 2021 we were honoured to be invited as one of 
the five experienced African initiatives to develop practical 

concepts and strategies to re-think cinema as a cultural and 

social hub thanks to the generous support of Dorothee 

Wenner at the Berlin-based Humboldt Forum. 

This think tank focusses on site-specific, doable, innovative 

strategies. Due to the pandemic,we connected through a 
series of Zoom meetings and began formulating our vision 
and goals to revitalise existing cinema venues and even 
identify new spaces as sustainable business models across 
the African continent.

CINEMA SPACES NETWORK
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BENEFITS OF COLLABORATION

• Growing our reach across the continent, networking with other reputable cinema 
initiatives who share similar goals and objectives regarding the importance of 
African cinema reaching more diverse African audiences. 

• South African cultural projects tend to be quite cut off from the rest of the 
continent, and insular. It has been refreshing to engage and learn from colleagues 
from diverse spaces as far afield as Burkina Faso, Sudan, DRC and Kenya.  

• Sharing our model and Sunbox innovation with the group has highlighted the 

potential for the model to expand continent-wise, as there is a demand for it.  

• Discussion of how best to partner on licensing and distribution of African film titles 
to ensure more diverse audiences can access them. 

• Discussions of Eurocentric ways in which African cultural initiatives are consumed 
and positioned, and the continued need for decolonisation of such spaces in terms of 
discourse, archive access and funding.
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Perhaps one of this project's biggest advantages is the connection point it creates for the 

initiatives and we have been able to connect with many like-minded organisations and unique 

distributors in the African diaspora.

COLLABORATION!
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SYDELLE WILLOW SMITH 

Co-Founder & Executive 

Director 

Sydelle Willow Smith is a storyteller and co-
founder of Sunshine Cinema. She holds a 

Masters of Social Science in African Studies 

from The University of Oxford. She is 

passionate about audience engagement and 

experimenting with modes of public 

participation. Within the context of public 

participation, she has drawn together her 

interests in media, anthropology, and socio-
political interventions 

ROWAN PYBUS 

Co-Founder & Technical Director 

Rowan Pybus is an impact campaign specialist. 

His work for the last 20 years has been 

focused on social and environmental 

development. He founded Makhulu Media in 

2005 to create film stories that matter, and is 

the co-founder of Sunshine Cinema. In the 
course of his career he has won awards from 

the UN Forum on Forests, National Geographic, 

Jackson Hole Wildlife Film Festival and is a 

Salzburg Global Fellow.

ZAKITHI BUTHELEZI 
Communications Director 

Zakithi Buthelezi is Sunshine Cinema's 

Communications Director. He is an ever-
evolving communications professional, 

having graduated from both IMM and Vega 

specialising in Brand and Marketing 

Management. He holds a wealth of 

transferable skills gained in the marketing, 

advertising, tech, PR, and hospitality 

sectors respectively. This all-encompassing 

career journey has led him to specialise in 

connecting with people, networking, and 

channeling that energy into something 

tangible, real and always positive.

OUR TEAM
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LUFEFE FIGLAN 

Filmmaker & Board Member 

Lufefe "Fez" Figlan is a young passionate 

videographer from Langa Cape Town, who's 

dedicated to exploring and telling stories of 

social upliftment and empowerment. Fez was 

the recipient of the inaugural Sunshine 

Cinema SAE film scholarship and is now a 

board member of Sunshine Cinema. 

SHANNA FREEDMAN 
Financial Manager 

An award-winning producer, Shanna brings 

unflappable competence and a wealth of 

valuable experience to the table of any 

production. Organisation is an art form, 

after all, and Shanna is a creative master of 

her craft. Able to stretch a budget, handle 

logistics, effortlessly put people at ease, 

manage a team of brilliant individuals and 

provide creative input, it's the reward that 

pushes her to aim for perfection. 

OUR TEAM
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OUR BOARD MEMBERS

Hlubi Mboya-Arnold 

Hlubi Mboya-Arnold is an Award 
Winning TV and Film actor, 

athlete, social justice activist, 

philanthropist, social 

entrepreneur, educator and is 

reading for her MBA at Henley 

Business School. She currently is 

an Executive Director at 

Future CEOs and Non -
Executive Director at the 

Mandela Education Programme 

Dylan Valley 

Dylan Valley is an award-winning documentary filmmaker and educator who views film as a 

liberatory tool. He is currently a Lecturer at the Centre for Film and Media Studies at the 
University of Cape Town, and a PhD student in media studies at the University of the 
Witwatersrand in Johannesburg. In 2013 he received a Pulitzer Fellowship from the University 

of Southern California (USC) in Los Angeles, where he received his Masters in Specialized 

Journalism. At USC he completed his thesis documentary on the groundbreaking web series The 
Misadventures of Awkward Black Girl. In January 2020, his virtual reality documentary Azibuye 

- The Occupation premiered at the Sundance Film Festival. In 2020 he also served on the 

selection committee for the Frontlight section of the  International Documentary Festival 

Amsterdam (IDFA).  
  
Dylan has directed various documentaries  for South African and international television, namely 

the award winning Afrikaaps (2010), The Uprising of Hangberg (2010), Jumu'a (2011) and 

Incarcerated Knowledge (2013). He has also directed two documentary films for Al Jazeera's 

Documentary Channel (via Hotspot Films, Cairo).  
  
Dylan also spent a year as a commissioning editor at the South African Broadcasting 

Corporation. He is on the editorial board of the critical Pan-African arts, politics and culture 

blog, Africa is a Country.  
  

He is a senior Atlantic Fellow for Racial Equity (2019-2020) and a New Generation of 

Academics Program (nGAP) recipient. His PhD research explores how the internet is shaping 

new forms of filmmaking on the African continent, and in the diaspora. 

Susan Levine 

Susan Levine is an associate 

professor of anthropology at the 

University of Cape Town. She 

holds a PhD in political economy, 

an MA in visual anthropology and 

a BA in cultural anthropology. 

Currently leading the critical 

health humanities in South Africa, 

Susan is passionate about the 

value of the arts for health 

education and health systems.

Faith Pienaar 

Faith Pienaar is passionate about justice, 

and lends her experience in youth 

movement building, strategic facilitation, 

and governance research to the 

Sunshine Cinema Board. She is a part of 

the Impact and Accountability team at 

CIVICUS where she works to build the 

learning and evidence case for citizen 

and civil society led actions.  
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OUR BOARD MEMBERS

Bushra Razack 

Bushra Razack is a professional consultant 

with extensive international experience 

(including in Ghana, Kenya, Cameroon, and 

South Africa) working with organisations 
such as Standard Chartered Bank, CBM, 

Seeing is Believing, UNOCHA, and Right 

to Sight International. She specialises in 

programme development and management 

and one of 100 young South African 

leaders selected to the prestigious Mail & 
Guardian Mzanzi Top 100 list for 2017. 

She is the winner of the 2018 Power 

Woman of the Year award in Innovation. 

She is a non-executive board member of 

Boschendal Wine Estate, as well as the 

CEO of Phillipi Cultural Village. 

Stephanie Bousheri 

Stephanie Bousheri is a San Francisco-based 

accomplished entrepreneurial leader and UC Davis 

and UCSF trained clinician scientist with global 

experience spanning patient care, clinical 

research, product strategy, commercialisation, 

and business development. Throughout her 

career she has focused on ways to use 

technology and the idea of scale to innovate, 

uplift, educate, and help others. From working as 

a nurse;  to taking the first therapeutic HIV 

vaccine to Africa; to operating as a GM at an 

Ed-Tech company. Over the course of her career 

she has worked with both Fortune 500 

companies and start-ups to bring novel solutions 

to market and drive company growth. In her free 

time she gives back by serving on several 

Boards, and advising early-stage companies. 

Sivu Giba 

Sivuyisiwe Giba is the co-founder and 

director of SivuBuhle Media, a documentary 

and multimedia production company based in 

the Eastern Cape. Sivu comes with a variety 

of film experiences from feature film to 

documentary and her passion is mostly 

documentary filmmaking, where she had her 

formal film training from Big Fish School of 

Digital Filmmaking, specialising in producing 

and directing. Having won a series of awards 

for her films, she is also a Film business 

developer who advocates for 

provincial film development. Sivu is 

passionate about indigenous stories and that 

is what she mainly produces and directs, 

especially authentic rural stories where the 

heart of the community is. 

Vincent Manzini 

Vincent Manzini also known as Sir Vincent 

is a DJ, producer, social entrepreneur, 

speaker and a culture activist whose 

mission has always been to shine a bright 

light on where he comes from and its 

people. Vincent founded the first DJ 

academy in Khayelitsha called Jump Start 

Music Academy which sought to open up 

the music industry to kids who do not 

have the resources and access. With more 

than 15 years experience in marketing 

Vincent Manzini is the co-founder and 

Director of Blank Kanvas, credited with 

securing sponsorships for various 

platforms in the past two years. 
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THANK YOU TO OUR SUPPORT AND SPONSORS
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IN THE PRESS
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#SparkConversation

THE YOUTH HAVE 
FOUND THEIR VOICE… 
WE EMPOWER THEM 

TO SHINE!
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#SparkConversation
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