
SHORT COURSE 

Launched in 2021 this 
innovative online course 

offers participants a
 6 month deep dive into the 

theory and practice of 
engaging with audiences 
on social change issues, 
using documentary and 
fiction film screenings, 

guided discussions, and 
supportive resources. 
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Sunshine 
Cinema

FILM IMPACT  
SCREENING FACILITATOR  

Do you want 

This is an opportunity to 
learn about impact, meet 
professional impact 
producers and immerse 
yourself in a network of 
inspiring changemakers.



COURSE COSTS:
TIER 1: Full course, and assessments for 
African Nationals R15 000
TIER 2: 
African Nationals R12 000
TIER 3:  Full course and assessments for International 

Students $1 700
TIER 4:  Audit full course no assessments or 

 International 
Students $1 400

#SPARK CONVERSATION

BREAKDOWN OF MODULES

MODULE 1: THE IMPACT ECOSYSTEM -
You will be introduced to the idea of film 
Impact, the various role-players, and the 
Impact ecosystem.
 

MODULE 2: THE FILM CONTENT, 
THEMES AND FORM - Students are given 
an overview of film-making practice, theory 
and critical analysis. 

MODULE 3: SOCIAL CHANGE THEORY - 
In order to use film as a tool for social 
engagement and change, we will provide 
an exploration of change theory in action 
through the study of well-known social 
movements in South Africa.

 

MODULE 4: THE AUDIENCE - How to 
reach them and how to bring the right 
content to the right audience.

MODULE 5: THE EVENT - Practical tools 
for planning the event, from considerations 
for choosing the venue, leading the 
conversation, problem solving, and 
marketing the event. 
 
 
 
MODULE 6: THE IMPACT FACILITATOR -  
In the final module we turn our attention to
the facilitator and cover what it takes to do 
this work sustainably.
 
 
 
 

 

Are you an aspiring impact producer,  
screening facilitator a creative  activist or 
NGO comms person who’d like to learn 

change around the issues you care about?

Start Date: June 2022

Duration : 6 months, online. The 6 modules 
are divided into weekly lessons that include 
self-paced learning, virtual classes 
(synchronous online sessions), and practical 
tasks. The course requires at least 8-10 
hours of commitment per week, but 
additional resources are provided in each 
module for those who would like to expand 
their knowledge. 

WHAT WILL THIS 

During this course you will engage with activists, 
award-winning impact producers and scholars in 

readings, activities, and special guests – and will 
receive feedback on all your assignments. You 
will be equipped with tools to activate 
story-telling as a tool for social change.
 

YOU WILL LEAVE THE IMPACT FACILITATOR 
SHORT COURSE WITH:

1. Knowledge about the growing field of impact producing, 
the impact ecosystem (people, resources and partners)
 
2. A framework for leading discussions about the film as a 
work of art and a tool for change
 
3. An understanding of social change and knowledge 
about the tradition of non-violent resistance
 
4. Skills in identifying and researching target audiences, 
organising and marketing events and moderating 
discussions aimed at effecting social change
 
5. A network of peers, mentors and useful contacts that 
will give you a differential advantage as you embark on a 
career in film impact and a certificate from the leading 
university in Africa 

DO YOU MAKE FILMS 



SOME OF THE EXCITING GUEST LECTURERS WE HAVE ON BOARD: 

DYLAN VALLEY

Dylan is an award-winning filmmaker 
and educator who sees film as a tool for 
social change. He is currently a lecturer at 
The University of Cape Town’s Centre for 
Film and Media Studies.   

JUDY KIBINGE

Judy, a Kenyan film maker, founded 
DOCUBOX the first homegrown 
funding hub for independent film makers 
in Sub-Saharan Africa  

GCINA MHLOPHE

Gcina Mhlophe is an author, poet, 
playwright, director, performer and 
storyteller. Influenced by her 
grandmother’s tales, Gcina has taken 
her stories from South Africa to South 
and North America, Europe, 
Greenland, and Japan.  

ANITA KHANNA 

South African-based scriptwriter and producer, 
Anita, has writing and producing credits that 
include award-winning documentaries, 
Miners Shot Down, Everything Must Fall, 
and How to Steal a Country. Anita is an 
award-winning Impact Producer 
(BritDoc Impact Award) for her 
film campaign work on Miners 
Shot Down. 

DR LIANI MAASDORP - 
COURSE CONVENOR

Liani Maasdorp is a senior lecturer in the Centre 
for Film and Media Studies at UCT.
She convenes the Master of Documentary Arts 
degree programme, works as a creative 
producer and consultant on long and short 
form documentary films, and is passionate 
about creating and studying film-centred 
social change (impact) strategies.
  

. 

SYDELLE WILLOW SMITH - SUNSHINE 
CINEMA CO FOUNDER

Sydelle Willow Smith is a storyteller, 
co-founder of Sunshine Cinema and an 
Atlantic Fellow for Racial Equity. With a 
background in Visual Anthropology and 
African Studies she is passionate about 
audience engagement and public 
participation in socio-political interventions. 

MIKI REDELINGHUYS - 
PROGRAMME MANAGER

Miki Redelinghuys is a documentary filmmaker, 
story-teller, gardener, mother, tea-maker and 
creative activist. She believes that stories build 
empathy and mutual understanding, they 
provoke action and inspire social cohesion. 
Finding ways to harness the power of film for 
impact is what excites her.  

ZAKITHI BUTHELEZI - 
OPERATIONS DIRECTOR 

Zakithi is an ever-evolving communication 
professional with a wealth of transferable 
skills in marketing, advertising, PR, and 
hospitality who specializes in connecting 
with people.

DYLAN VALLEY

Dylan is an award winning filmmaker and 
educator who sees film as a tool for social 
change. He is currently a lecturer at The 
University of Cape Town’s Centre for Film 
and Media Studies.  

JUDY KIBINGE

Judy is a Kenyan filmmaker, she 
founded DOCUBOX, Sub Saharan 
Africa’s first homegrown fund and 
hub for independent filmmakers. 

GCINA MHLOPHE

Gcina Mhlophe is an author, poet, 
playwright, director, performer and 
storyteller. Influenced by her 
grandmother’s tales Gcina has taken 
her stories from South Africa to South 
and North America, Europe, 
Greenland, and Japan.  



KAGISO TSHOLE - 
EDUCATIONAL TECHNOLOGIST

Kagiso Noah Tshole is an educational technologist, music teacher, 
jazz guitarist, published author and a music composer based in 
Cape Town, South Africa. 

During his undergraduate degree in music, he completed research 
into the life and music of prominent musicians within the South 
African guitar style.

THAAKIRAH BEHARDIEN - 
COURSE TUTOR

Thaakirah graduated from UCT with an honours degree in the first 
class. She works in film production and has freelanced for various 
local production houses, international networks and companies. 
She is currently completing her MA in documentary arts.

SHANNA FREEDMAN - PRODUCER

Shanna heads up the Production departments at Sunshine Cinema 
and Makhulu Media. Being able to produce impactful stories in a 
dynamic and progressive industry is what gets her out of bed in 
the mornings.

  

ROWAN PYBUS - SUNSHINE CINEMA 
CO FOUNDER

Rowan Pybus is an impact campaign strategist and filmmaker who 
has won awards from the UN, National Geographic and Jackson 
Hole Wildlife Film Festival. He is a Salzburg Global Fellow and for 
the last 20 years he has focused on social and environmental impact 
storytelling. He founded Makhulu Media in 2005, and is the 
co-founder of Sunshine Cinema.

Send us your CV and a short 
letter of motivation telling us 
why you should be selected. 
Show us how you would 
benefit from our course, how 
you can contribute to using 
films for social change. 

Email Address : 
impactfacilitatorcourse@uct.ac.za 
cc hello@sunshinecinema.org 
 
 

APPLY FOR 

2022


